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Firstly my apologies, in case you e
are wondering this is the first
Timber Town talk to be produced
since March. We have had major
computer problems, and lost ouy,
entire hard drive. So if you kno

Proudly sponsored anyone who usually gets the

by: newsletter by email and has not
received one recently, that is
why.

Fingers crossed that was our

‘A‘M computer bad luck for the

century.
Robyn

Thank you to:

The Auckland Timber Industry Club No 248 for their
generosity. John Wiseman, the committee and membev#o
upped the club donation to $3000 (This includes thisvo $1000
donations by the late Jim Taylor, of Whitecliffs, and the late Vic
Watson of Chairs & Frames, ) to go toward the instiation of an
old steam sawmill from Minginui.

Mr F S Dornam Carterton for two Wright powersaws & a

bowsaw.

Geoff Wood, Pakuranga for some of his late saw damt father

Brian’s certificates, and tools.

The Reese family, Putaruru , two canvas Forestry

Service maps.

Mr Brian Dean, Mangere TTT flag and calendars.

Mr C Hausmann, Putaruru ,Thermette.

Mr Garry Bouma , Reporoa 4 building clamps and twosliders.

Thank you to
BRANZ and
Nigel Isaacsfor
allowing us to
reprint Early
Forestry.
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The resulting explosion and red-
flash was reminiscent of a battle

scene in a war movie (later on Bil

Darcy said, "I have a new admitted he had only meant to p

labourer to help you. He has been one trigger but accidently pulled

driving trucks for the TTT for a long
time and he wants a change. He is the washhouse, threw the gun in

strong, big and reliable and he wants cupboard, and dived back into be

to work: with you. He was the proverbial picture of

His name was Bill LIoyd and he worked with me
for the next 12 years. He became a friend and‘w;ﬁat was that noise?.” she asked

best mate | ever worked with. He was like “A train backfiring,” Bill replied nonchalantly.

another brother to me. Sadly Bill passed away,a., buggered,” said Shirley, “trains don’t

few months ago; so it is fitting | tell the funmesbackfire.”

story first. The phone rang, it was Mrs Patton from next

Bill was a light sleeper (at home) and Shirley h(i:{%or asking
wife was a deep sleeper. For over a week Bill
had been kept awake by a group of

know it!”.
amorous cats “tomcatting” beneath his house. He

Lights came on in the neighbouring houses and

|
was thoroughly brassed off Mrs Patton came over. Over a cup of tea Bill

One night, the cat chorus started up again at finally came clean confessing what he had do

2.30am. For a 16 stoner-Bill was light on his
feet, without waking Shirley, he sprung out of
bed and raced to the washhouse. Once there &Fe.
retrieved his trusty loaded shotgun from the

Lucky it didn’t catch on fire, as there was so
cupboard and sprinted down the stairs to the dgor

two.) He shut the door raced intg

Innocence when Shirley awoke moments later.

“What was that explosion at your

house? Bill has been up to something, | just

He sheepishly admitted not only had he scared

the cats away, he’d also blown off half a totara

the
d.

ne .

much matai under there, it would have burned for

leading under the house. He flung open the doé"}honth!!

poked the shotgun in and pulled the trigger.
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Early forestry

At first a booming industry, native forestry wason forced to take a back seat to faster-growkogi@species.
Though initially thought to be useful only for fis@od, Pinus radiatasoon became the star of the show.

By Nigel Isaacs, BRANZ Principal Scientist and Tieag/Research Fellow, School of Architecture, ViidJniversity
of Wellington (nigel.isaacs@vuw.ac.nz)

The earliest visitors to New Zealand’s shores vidaavell-forested country, but by the time of pakeh settlement
nearly half of the forest had been destroyed taterelearings and for cultivation. European settiso wasted no tim
in logging and clearing the remaining forests nitag them into farmland.

However, windswept land was neither good for settter their farms, especially considering earlijdings were
wooden frames covered with coarse calico or canMas.importance of trees for farm shelter was seatised.

Early regulation of forestry

A Planting of Forest Trees Ordinance was passdtéZanterbury Provincial Government in 1858, tredNew Zea-
land Forests Act followed in 1874, regulating taées of native timber and appointinga  Commissioner of State
Forests.1875 saw the appointment of the first Quaser of Forests, Captain Campbell-Walker, falgnef the Indian
Forest service. He soon reported to the governorettie formation of a State Forest Department aachpted this
through papers read in Dunedin in 1876 and AucklarikB77. One interesting issue he raised of imatedielevance t
New Zealand was the French use of forestry (rebmssit) to control drifting sand dunes. His manyppsals remaine
behind after he completed his term in 1877. Theb18@ite Forest Act resulted in little progresialgh the 1896 tim-
ber conference led to afforestation with exotiesréom 1897 in Auckland, Canterbury, Otago andiSand.

Native forests used locally and exported
Of the many slow growing, native timbers, it wasikdAgathis australisthat was the internationally
desirable timber due to its clean, fault-free lasgtn the early 1900s, large volumes were expdded
England, Australia, South Africa, Mauritius, thecRi@ and China. The 1905 London-published bddie moder

carpenter, joiner and cabinet makegported kauri to be the only wood from New Zealéamdhave found a market.

The 1885 State Forest Act resulted in little pregrealthough the 1896 timber conference led torestation with
exotic trees from 1897 in Auckland, Canterbury,gatand Southland.

Native forests used locally and exported
Of the many slow growing, native timbers, it wasikgAgathis australiy that was the internationally desirable t
ber due to its clean, fault-free lengths. In theye&900s, large volumes were exported to Englakdstralia, Sout
Africa, Mauritius, the Pacific and China. The 19G&ndon-published bookhe modern carpenter, joiner and cabi
makerreported kauri to be the only wood from New Zealemflave found a market in Britain.
Other New Zealand native timbers were used lodallyoutter boxes, fencing, railway sleepers, packaand
furniture, and were also exported for use in Adstrabuildings.
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Conservation ideas grow
The pressure to replace the rapidly diminishinguese of native forests may not have been strortpenminds of
the forest gangs, millers and merchants, but it imathe minds of those concerned with the trees thiedland
Thomas Kirk noted in 1878 that over-exploitationnacessary destruction and waste of timber unabhe tcarried
to market were likely to lead to the exhaustionhimit30 years of the ‘magnificent kauri forests afickland’. In
1880, Kirk suggested that rather than imports, @ewange of products could be developed locatynfthe waste
native timber resource — tar, burgundy pitch, coe®mskauri resin, oil of tar, turpentine, pitch]) of turpentine
lampblack, potash, resin, charcoal and wood waig Was appointed the Chief Conservator of Forést4885.
History indeed records the exhaustion of many eatimber forests — although it took until 1939 the export o
native timbers to be mainly prohibited. Today, mafyhe remaining tracts of native forest are withational parkg,
under covenant with the Queen Elizabeth Il Natidraist or protected by their owners.

|®N

Planting trials
Many early settlers planted trees and observed tdrewth, often for many years. In 1872, the Aucklanstitute
heard two papers on growing native trees. J Babeajser reported on the growth from 1851-72 in Remue
Auckland, of 12 native species, including a purieie that had grown to a height of 6.1 m, while ByHtonsidere
the propagation of 10 different native speciesiuiding kauri.

=

Exotic experiments
From the early days of European settlement, theas also an exploration of imported (exotic) treegery treg
known to settlers that stood a chance of growinghin New Zealand climate was trialled — although &b were|
successful. In 1865, William Adams established dnoeetum in Greendale, Canterbury, which contai®@@ specie
of trees and shrubs by 1908. He carefully watchkithwtrees performed best in the New Zealand ckmat

|72}

Trees for building
In two 1876 papers to the Otago Institute, WillidhBlair set out his review of the building matesiaf Otago. His$
first paper dealt with limes, cements and aggregatad in the second paper, he provided detailedrigigions and
physical attributes for 18 hardwoods and 11 sofgoiiat he considered suitable for building useaséhpapers then
formed the basis for the earliest New Zealand bmokbuilding materialsThe building materials of Otago and Sopth
New Zealand generallyhich was published in 1879.

Pinus radiatamakes an appearance
In 1879, Supreme Court Judge TB Gillies reportedhengrowth of 25 different species of trees he pladted on hig
land at the foot of Mount Eden. The fastest growigge four specimens of Monterey pine — one achggpoine
achieving 17.7 m in height and 2.3 m in girth. Memely pine had been described and named separgtéhob
botanists in about 1830, one callingPinus insignisand the othePinus radiata Nowadays, the species is known as
Pinus radiata One of the earliest plantings Binus radiatawas by John Acland in 1859 at Mt Peel Stationont8
Canterbury. In 1993, 134 years later, the treedstfbm tall with a crown spread of 38 m and a goftl® m.

A number of early experiments had found that tke ttid well under New Zealand conditions, but atipalar
interest is J Baber’s conclusion in 1885 tRatus radiata ‘so much planted for its beauty and quick grovigh,
useless, save for firewood'. However, the problefmsultiple stems and weakness due to branches seare solved
by careful selecting of stock coupled with forestnragement that included consideration of plantettepns and
pruning.

Pine forests take off

It was the work and advocacy of William Adams, lthea his own experience witinus radiata that so
successfully influenced its selection for largelscforestation from the 1920s onwards. His 194pgp had a clear
conclusion: ‘No other species of pine — or, inddeek of any other genus — yet planted in New Zehtzan compare
in rate of growth with this pine.” The consequenceas be seen today, not only in the forests, sd al the many
timber-based products — construction timber, ppiper, manufactured timber boards, plywood and pape path
to these products is another story.
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This article was originally published in BUILD magazine (see www.branz.co.nz for more information)
and is re-published with permission

Gang using two man saw, and associated wedges, to

cut kauri about 1913. Source Fletcher Challenge Winstone Ltd bullock team dragging out felled Kaogs

Archive 6240P/14 (from bush) Auckland Province. Circa 1913. 6240R¢dRer
Challenge Archives

A hugeTHANK YOU to
BRANZ and Nigel Isaacs
for allowing us to
reproduce “Early Forestry,”
“From Tree to Timber” and
“The Rise of the Pine” in
our last three newsletters.

Kauri logging — bullock team dragging felled logsrh the bush,
alongside a two man gang trimming logs. Bush hat far right. Source
Fletcher Challenge Archive 6240P/9
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COMING EVENTS

Farmers Market every Saturday
Leith Place
Tokoroa, 9am-12pm

Big Town Small Town Fieldays’
window displays
June
Tirau, Putaruru, Tokoroa

Mangakino Wild Food Fest
held in conjunction with the
Mangakino Big Three competition
Queen’s Birthday weekend.

Freemason Junior School Debate
16 June 7.30pm
The Plaza, Putaruru

Fieldays
16-19 June
Mystery Creek, Hamilton

SW Honouring Volunteers
20 June 2pm
The Plaza 2pm
$10 non-volunteers

Tirau markets
20 June 9am

Home by Christmas
(movie screening)
Sunday 13 June 2pm
The Plaza, Putaruru
Adults $7

Students and seniors $6.00

29 Main Road
Tirau next to Settlers Inn

Liberace Live from Heaven
July 13, The Plaza, Putaruru
7.30pm
$49 general admission

Contributions

Contributions and feedback are
welcome. Contributions must be
received by the 20" of each month,
they can be received in hardcopy or
e-mail. Please do not send original
documents or photos.

Our postal address is:

The New Zealand Timber Museum,
PO BOX 103,
PUTARURU

If e-mailing photos they must be a minimum
resolution of 200 dpi so they will not distort if we
enlarge or shrink them.

E-mail contributions are welcome please send to
timbermuseum@xtra.co.nz.




